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'The Premiér: 'Where ‘did’ you get them?

‘Hon, P. COLLIER: T do mnot think ‘the

,Prermer WaB_very ‘well a.cqumnted with the

fucts right up fo the time the ‘atrike oc-
‘elirred, X do not thmk he took the matter
seuously

The Premrer I dld.

Hon. P. COLLIER: He was indifferent to
the requests of the service for the appoint.
ment of a board for aix or seven months.

The Premier: No.” You appointed the
board years ago, and dmhed them. We' did
not appoint the boaid,

, Hon, P. COLLIER: The hon. gentleman is
most reckless in his statements. The biard
was appointed- by a Government of which
he was a member, in 1911.

The Premier: 1% was appointed in 1912,

Hon. P. COLLI'ER ‘No. It.was appointed
in 1911 by .thé Government of which 'I:he
p,resent Premier was a member,

The. Pramier: No. It was appointed by-.a
statute of .1911, '

Hon. P. COLLIBER: I thought the hon, -
gentleman was Teferting to the -reclassifica- -

tion board. I should like to-lnow, too, what
the Government propose to do; Apparently
they have some policy :which has been com-

municated to members of their party in -

caucus, and the terms of which are not yet
known to the public. During the strike the
member for Sussex (Mr. Pickering) wrote a
letter to the “‘West Australian,”’ in the
course of which he said that the Gr)vernment
had given certain pledges or promises to the
sparty which he, the member for Sussex, felt
sure would be carried out.
pledges or promiges ocught to be made known.
The hon, member’s letter states— .
I venture to think ‘that the Country
" party, in arriving at its decision-to support
the Government in its maintenance of com-

stitutional aunthority, did so mainly because

it believes in governing the people through
Parliament. Other reasons may have been
because it believes that the Government
will fulfil the promises it has made to the
National party, promises which shounld re-
sult in a considerable reduction in the
Publie. Service and an increage, in the
emoluments to the remaining, to represent
. in particular efficieney and the main factor

for advancement and increased remunera-

tion.
What are those promises?

to the National party as regards action they
are going to take in dealing with the Public

Bervice, especially in the settlement. of a.

strike, without making those promises known.
The letter of the member for Sussex- con-
tinnes—-
I am convinced that the Country party will
ingist on the Government fulfilling its
¢ pledges . . .

* this new gystem w:]l be inaugurated will be,

I think, entifely satisfactory to the general
conmmmty

Mr. Pickering: Hear, hear.

I think :those .

I do not think
the Government are entitled to make promises.

- The méthods by which . - T
) QUESTION—NATIONALIST “‘WORKERS,
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* Hon."
pledges? :

Mr, Pickering: 'l‘hey are known to the gen-
eral public.

Hon. P. OOLLIER They are ‘not known:
to me. '

The Prenmiter: All that was sa:nd wag pub-
lished in the Press,

Hon. P. COLLIER: AN that was said at
the meeting of the party was not published
in the Press. The letter of the member for
Sussex refers to the pledges made at the
meeting of the National party, not to pledges
given’ to the Public Service, The hon. mem-
ber has said either too mueh or too little. I
hope he will take the opportunity of elaborat-
ing later on, and of letting w9 know what
those pledges were. He expresses the inten-
tion of keeping the Government up to its
pledges. In ‘any case it was. rather a re-
grettable incident, and I hope it will not
oceur again, The fact remaing that the lower -
paid ranks of the Pablie Service and the
school teacherd are entitled to generous con-
sideration, having regard to the cost of com-
moditiés at the present time. To me it does.
not seem eréditable thut there should be
gomething like 1,200 out of 1,400 school
teachers on less than £200 a year. Two hun-
dred pounds a year ia not a living wage to-

P COLLIER "What are those

. day; it is not a.\hvmg wage more especially

to those engaged' in the respousible task of
training the young people of this State. I
have nothing more to say, except to express
my thapks to hon. members for having lis-
tened to me with such patience.”

On motion by the Premler debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 920 - P,

Tegislative Council,
Wednesday, 11th August, 1920.

Questlons ; Natfonalist Workers' Gompensatlon
{:‘.ducat.ion, Sch&pldibggk:e B
nsurance agents’ 1l
Rabbit-proof fence .
triation, Land settiement .~ ..
Wheat Pool, Compensation for losses

Address-in-. Reply. Amendmentsmgle (,'hamher th.lrd f

. day -

"
LA

The PRESIDENT took - the Chair at 4.30°
p.m,, and read. prayers . w

Il'

.
LS

:v.1. COMPENSATION, -

Hon AT PANTO\T asked the ,Minjster-
for Edueation.” 1, What- wag t‘he tnta.l “eost:
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of the Royal Commigsion in conngetion -with
the .nationalist workers’ compensationf 2,
The average amount.paid to each natmnahst
worker? 3, Were the fees of, the legal ad-
visers of the men deducted from'the gompensa~,
tion granted} 4, If so, what was.the total
amount . paid to the -legal advisers? ., .

The MINISTER ‘FOR " ED'EIGA’I‘ION re-
plied: 1, THe" total ~cost®of “thieRoyal Gom-.
mission was £849, 2, The average amount:
paid o éaeh'nationalist worker was £83 7s.8d.
8, No-fees to legal advisers were deducted by
the Grovernmcnt. 4 Answered by No. 3. .

DL T T

ETH YRR IE EAh AR H -
QUESTIO\T——EBUCATION .SCHOOLL i
vee,s ~BOORS.- LWL w
Hon. 7, HICKEY ‘agked the Minister for"
Edudgtidn: 1, D¢ tHé EOYernment realise the”
un.fortunate posmdn that parents sre laboir-
ing ‘under to-day inthéir endeavour to deéure
schoél booky 0 their éhildrént - 2, If so, will
the ‘Governnient do something to alleﬂate the
position. '3, Td view of the answers giver to
my questlon'lanst séssion, whit action, 'if any,
bas béen taken by 'the Government to'arrange
for the ‘prifiting of sclivol books in the State '
in order (a) to reducé tlie high 'cost of school
hooks; by & create employment for workers -
in the printing trade in this Statef?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-’
plied: 1, The cost of ‘books and ‘paper has, ym- -
fortunate.ly, risen all over the world. 2, The
Government are- considering buying . whole-
sale stocks of all sehool bpoks and stationery
for digtribution to. schools at cost priece: . 3,
A reading book has jest been completed in
this State,. which- ean -be..spld- .at, least as;
cheaply as a book. of similar quality im-
ported. In view .of this, further books will be
undlertaken. The Government Printer has the
first issne of. the bhook now ready. .1 have
hsanded the hon. member a copy of the book -
T think our price for.it.will be 28 3d.. .. 4

QUESTION—INSURANCE AGENTS’ N

DISEUTE.

Hon. F, A. BAGLIN asked the Munster
for Education: 1, Is the Minister aware that
a dispute . exists. . Jhetween the employees,:
known as insurance. collectors, and: the insur-.
ance companies? 2, Is the Minister aware:
that people were induced. to.take out policies
with the various insurancde companies on-the
distinet understanding’ tbat each week coliee-
tors would call and collect the premiumaf 3,
If so, are the Government prepared, in view

«of the decision of the.courts of Epgland dur.i-

ing a similar dispute, to protect the interests
of the public by endeavouring to secure an

injunction restraining insurance .companies -
from lapsing policies during the period of the -

dispute¥ 4, Are the Government prepared. to
-appoint a Royal Commission .to inquire into
the operatmus of the imsurance companies,
with a view to establishing State control of
-ﬁre a,nd hfe insurancet

otRGiTy

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied:, 1 and 2, I have no official knowledge
of. this matter. 3 T have no, reason to believe
that policy lmlders are threatened with a lapse
of -theix, pelicies, . A, NQ P

u-"“‘...‘.'-r‘,, [N T 1 -

vl -

QIIIESTION'—RABBIT PROOF FENGE.

Hon. A. . PANTON asked the Honorary
Minister: What is the total cost per annum
?r the mainfenance of ..the rabbit-proof
ence ¥

The HONORARY 'MINISTER replied: The
total cost for the maintenanece ¢f- the rabbit-
proof, fence for the finaneial year epding 30th
Ju;}g, 1920, amounte;d to £],2,488 Ags. 2d.

" ‘, . " N3 R .
QUESTION —REPATRIATION" ‘LAND
- BETTLEMENT/n = 6f . - _.

Hon. A. . PANTON 'ashd 'the’ Héhorary:
Minister: 1, How many returned soldiers
have beex settled on the Jand¥ 2, Hew many
on improved farms? 3, How many on virgin
1and? 4, What is the total amiount paid for
the pu‘rcha,se of improved farms? &, Have
any of the owners froin whom the 1mpr0ved
farms were purchased, since apphed for land?

, If: 50, how: many?.

The 'HONORARY MINISTER replied: 1,
" Noimbe? "of returned &oldiers 'settled on the -
land up io and including 31st July, 1920,
3,033. " 2, Number gettled on’improved farms:
(a,) propertles purchased, 1,756; (b) on own
land, 6G9; (c)'Agricultural Bank securities,
106; (&) repurchased estates, 332. 3, Num-,
ber settled on virgin Crown ]a,nﬂ 170. 4 The
amount spent on purchase of 1mproved farms,
ineluding stoek, plant ‘erop, ete., is approxi-
mately "£1,250, 000" 5 and 6,' The information
degired in these questions could not be fur--
nished. even a.ppromma.tely without the com-
pﬂahon-’ of an expensive return

T DRI T

QUE’S.TION—WT['EAT POQL, COMPEN-
' SATION FOR LOSSES.

Hon V.. HAMERSLEY, asked the Honor-
aty M1mster 1, In v1ew of the losses of
wheat occa.smned by mice, weevil, heavy rain,
and  other causes, did the Brmsh Govern-
mént, ‘after assegsment, .pay to the wheat
pool any, sum of money by way.of compensa-
tion over anhd above the purchase price of .
such wheat? 2, If so, what amount did they
pay“? 3 What was done with the money? 4,
Did Western Atstralia slidre in the division$
§, If not, why not? 6, Will the, Minister
ma’.ke a statement regarding this matter?

The. HONORARY MINISTER replied: 1,
Yes. . 2, £522,500. 3, Divided between the
State pools of thorla, South Australia, and
New South Wales, 4, No. 5, Because a fully
attended meeting of the Austrahan Wheat
Board, the W.A, Minister -alone dissenting,
ﬂ.e&:a,ded that, although this payment wag ma M
to the general pool. Western Australia had
already, by direct arrangement with the Roval
Commission, which wwas consldered by the
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board as final, received an allowance of
£34,609 8s. 5d. 6, If considered necessary.
I might add that this information is not
that the hon. member degires and that it will
take some considerable time to
him,
sitting of the House of giving him a full ex-
planation and also of giving an explanation
to Mr, Duffell on his guestion asked yester-
day. ..

explain it to

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Third Day.
Amendment—Single Chamber, -

‘Debate regpmed from the previous day om -

the Address-in-reply

smendment moved by the Hon. A, H.
Panton:—“That the following words be
added “to ‘the Address—*And we respectfully
suggest to Your Excellency that the time has
now arrived when the Government of the
State can: best be .carried on by a single
Chamber elécted on, an adult franchise.’ '’

and the, - following

I shall take an opportunity at thé next -

Hon. J.. DUFFELL (Met;;opblit;ﬁ.;éub: ]

urban) [4.37];
the amendment, I would like to %xpress my

congratulations  to -those hon. members who

Before addressing myself to

have been returned during the recent election. .

I sineercly hope they will prove good and

useful members, and that the House will-

benefit as a result of their election. At the
same time, without deprecating in any. shape
or form the result of the election, 1 wish

to express my sincere regret that since last -

session we have lost an hon. member like -

Mr. Alen, who represented West Province.
I feel sure we all sincerely regret that he
was rejected  considering that this House. only
a few months before had elected him'to -the
pocition of Chairman of Committees. During
the time that Mr, Allen occupied a seat in

this Chamber he showed distinct -ability, and -

I say without hesitation that the country is
richer to-day for the ability displayed by
him while he sat in this ChamRer. The same
applies to Mr. Millington. I hive benefited
very materially from time to time from the
good advice and the able debates of M.
Millington on the many and important
oeeagions when there has been before

the Chamber business on which we desired

the best knowledge -available froin one
particular section of the community—the

partienlar section which Mr. Millington had’

the hononr to represent. ~Mr. Carson, though' ... House claims to be a nouparty Hous,

of a somewhat reticent nature, assisted
this House on many occasions by his ability
as a debater. The absence of his intimate
knowledge in regard to rural matters makes
this House a loser ‘as a result of the election.
Regarding the amendment to the Address-in-
reply, I would say at the outset that I give
Mr. Panton 2nd Mr. Moore credit for being
very sincere in their -efforts to bring about a
state of economy at the present time in West-
ern Australia, It is somewhat astonishing
that the economy should have been suggested
in that form, especially when we remember
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some of the remarks made by Mr. Panton in
the earlier 'part of hig very able speech.yes-
terday. He suggested the’ appeintment of a
joint “gelect committee .of both Houses in
what eonld very well be called a second read-
ing speeeh ou a Bill forecasted in-the Gov-
ernor’s Speech, clearly indieating that he
did not at that period econtemplate moving
to the Address-in-reply an amendment of the
nature we heard at the conclusion of his
speech. . . - L

Hon, A: H. Panton: A-.gudden inspira-
tion.’ e : .

Hon, J. DUFFELL: Mr. Panton has al-
ready given us reason to believe that he is
very sincere in all the stalements he makes.
He is very. tactful; as he justly claims to be
in all his doings, especially in regard to those
matters which .are. likely to-- have ,a very
gerioys :or, beneficial bearing on the ecom-
munity generally. He is justified in taking
to himself credjt- for heing tactful on thosg.
matters. At the same, tipe, I wish to direct
my remarkg briefly .in opposition to the
amendment . lapnehed, béeause I realise that
the bi-camera)l system, ‘ag in vogue in West-
ern Austrilia, i, the soundest and vndoubt-
edly.thé only system which will guarantee to
the people that sound and mature judgment
after the measures emanating from the other
Chamber have been sent here for our review
and deliberation. I am sure Mr. Panton de-
serves credit for being plucky enough to
launeh an' amendment 'of this nature. Mr.
Moore, who seconded the amendment, is to
be congratulated on the very able manner in
which he tackled a question which, to a
fledgling in politiés was, to say the least, a
véry big question’ indeed. It is unfortunate
that Mr, Moore was 1iot better versed in the
arguments he brought forward. The ignor-
anes he displayed when he ‘referred to the
quajifications for a wvote * for- ‘this Chamber
was very regrettable. Tt .i3- also somewhat
significant that - Mr." Moore was, ‘on a pre-
vious occasion, elected ‘to' 4 seat im another
place but he never availed himszelf of it
and never took his seat in the Assembly.
To put it charitably, it,is styange that when,
for the second time, Mr, Moore secures a seat
in Parliament, ke should, on taking his seat
in this Chamber, launch out as he did yester-
day in scconding the amendment. I am re-:
minded that some of Mr, Moore’s statements
were nol altogether in accordance with fact.
He said that this Chamber is out to kill de-
moeracy and to block legislation: Although

]

I think it can be verified that the Legislative
Council has dealt ‘more scverely, during the
81X Or seven ‘years over which my mniember-
ship extends, with the measures sent up by
the Nationalist Government than with those
sent {0 ua by the Labour Governmenti during
the same period. “This one fact clearly proves
that we are no respecters of Governments.
Governments ¢come and Governinents go, but
the Legislative Courcil goes on- far all time.

Hon, A.'H. Panton: 'There will be a

lon, rude |
awakening some day, P A ;



B2 C e

Hon. J, DUFFELL: Another thought
‘which' oceurs to my mind on this guestion
is that only a few months ago the leader of
‘the Opposition in anpther place found reason
‘to exclaim most sincerely and most fervently,
“¢Thank God we have a;Legxslatwe.Oouncll! ’
“When these facts, are taken inte considera-
‘tion, one cannot but' express bimself in
favour of the retentioin of this Chamber. At
the same time, while I have -been a particy-
Jarly strong advoeate of a restricted fran-
«chise- for this Chamber, I do realise that it
-should be elected by the people who havé a
:stake in the country. I do mnot refer ‘to
‘bricks and mortar, but to real live people,
:pecple who are married and lave homes,
-though they may .be paying as little as 7s.
‘6d. per week rent, Heaven knows that in
‘these times one cannot obtain much of a
house for Ts. 6(1 per week, Under these con-
~Jitipng it, ia’ elear that every pérson, other
‘than . those peaple whose hats cover their
respousxb:hhes, has a vote for the Legislative
:Council of Western Australia. If such a per-
-son has not a vote, it is his or hef own fault.
-Clertainly .it is not the fault of the Electoral
. Department, who during the Tast two years
have been most vigilant to ‘seé " that’ every
person entitled to be enrolled shall have an
opportunity of enrolliig. To that end the
. depariment have ta,ken the t-muble to ¥isit
:the officea of municipal councﬁs and road
boards, and ‘the Taxdtion Department, ' and
every other Government departiient where
information ean be obtained as to persons en-
‘titled to be enrolled for the - Legislative
Couneil. “Fuirther, the Electoral Department
have gone-to the expende of- posting claim

ecards to the houdeholders whose names ap- -

pear on the various municipal and road
board registers. - If the . householder has
failed to fill in and return the claim card as
requested, it is not the fault of the Eleetoral
Department.  Therefore, if Mr. Moore is
anxious for the -people to whom he referred
.80 eloquently yesterday afternoon. to be on
the roll of the Legislative Council, I. say
the door is open and the way is easy.

Hon. T. Mpore: What about all the men
Hving on millg in houses for which they pa.v
6s. per week? -

Hon. J. DUFFELL: I am nét in a position -

-to reply to that interjection, because I do not
know anything about thoge men, All I can
say is that if they are living in houses ear-
rying rentals of less than 7s. 6d. per week,
they are obtaining their houses very cheaply.

Hén. T. Moore: But their wages-are low.
Hon. J. DUFFELL: I look upon this

- Chamber as the balwark of the State.

Hon. T. Moore: And of democracyt
Hon, J. D L: If it is necessary to

. put those men on the roll, T would advise
them to see to their enrolment straight away.
I am prepared to go this far, that I would
be willing for every returned soldier to have
a vote for the Legislative Council. When

"we bear in mind the apathy of the people of

-.this State during the Iast Leg‘mlatme Couneil
elgctmn, we must recognise that something

“tions.

_saved to the Btate,

 friendly tersia.

.. [COTNCIL.] ;.

should be done to arpuse greater interest
among the people who have the privilege
of .voting for the Legmla,twe Council, It is
all’ very well for eandidates seeking ‘re-elec-
tion, or seekmg eléction for the first fime, to
go ¥ to' great expense in ‘providing committes
rooms and all'thiat lind of thing, and to be
at the trouble of preparing add.resses which
would undoubtedly prove interesting if onily
the people would eome along to hear them.
But those candidates are extremely disap-
pointed when they find a mere handful of
people ‘come to listen to, them. T am pre-
pared’ to alter my 'views regarding the fran-
chise for this Chamber very considerably if
it can be shown that by amendment of the
franchise we can secure better Aftendances at
cledtion meetings and grelter interest in elec-
T siricerely hope that the majority of
this Chamber will vote against Mr. Panton’s
amendment. Af the same time I give both
Mr. Panton and Mr, Mooré credit for being
in'real earnest. Later on we shall be able
to give our views as to ecénomy and as to
ways and means by which money can be
In the circumstances I
shall have no hesitation in vot,mg against
‘the amendment. -

Hon. [‘ A: BAGLIN (West) ]4.55]: I
appreciate ‘the welcome which has beén ex-

_tended to me, and desire to endorse the com-

plimentary references which have been made

.to Mr. J. F. Allen, lately a member of this

Chamber, I re-echo the remarks which have
been made regardmg Mr. Allen. The contest
in the Wegt Provinee was fought on the most
The ma;onty of the electors
having deeclared against Mr. Allem, I, too,
think that this House hds lost a very valuable
member. T trust, however, that before six
years have expn'ed remarks of the nature of
those made to-day concerning Mr, Allen will
be made regarding me. With reference to the
‘duties of memberahlp I am here to do my

‘very best in the interests of the State as a

whole, and, particularly in the interests of the
provmce Y represent. Whilst T am a member
of this House I shall give to legislative duties
every attention, and members will find that
I shall do everything I can to forward the in-
terests of the people. Coming now to the

" amendment, I may say.that if I had had a

hand in the framing of .it, there would have
been a strmght. out declaration for the aboli-
tion of the Legislative Counc¢il, The amend-
ment does not ask for that, but says that in
the opinion of this House the State can best
be carried on by a single Chamber elected on
an adult franchise, The amendment does not
declare either that this House should be
abolished or that the Legislative Assembly
should be abolished, but merely that there
should be only one House elected on an adult
franchise. I support the amendment because
1 believe the time has arrived in the history

‘of this State when the people desire only one

Chamber to rnle them. I am convinced, par-
ticularly so far as the electors of the West
Provinee are concerned, that if a referendum
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on the subject were takei to-mérrow, a large
majority of the peoplé would deelare in favour
of a single Chamber, Twenty years ago, whlqn
the people of this continent were asked to
vote for the establishment of a Federal Gov-
ernment, one of the strongest argiunents used,
and an argument that I feel sure influenced
thousanda of people to vote for Faderation,
wag that there would, under Federation, be
no need for Legislative Councils in the Stafes,
that the Federal Parliament taking over
many large departments, at least one of the
Chambers of the State Legislatures could be
abolished, with a corresponding saving. 1
claim that the will of the people should at
no time be vetoed by the vote of a House
elected on a property qualification. What do
we find in this State to-day? We have abont
160,000 people voting af the Assembly elec-
tion. At one period 160,000 of our people
are asked to . deelare through the ballot box
whom they wish to rule over them, what Gov-
ernment they desire to control the destinies
of this S{ate. That vote is taken, and the
people declare who shall govern them. I say
that is demoeracy. I say that when the aduolt
people, both male and female, are allowed to
voice their opinions through the ballot box,
that is full and free demoeracy. But later, at
another period, we find that & further vote is
taken; but instead of 160,000 people being
congulted, only 50,000 are consulted. Whilst
I admit that there are about 60,000
people who are entitled to vote at Leg-
islative Conneil elections, it has to bé re-
membered that quite 2 number of these have
votes in various provinces, and bearing that
in mind we are safe in saying that nof more
than 50,000 people should be allowed to vote at
province elections. If weare going to ask the
representatives of all the people to frame cer-
tain legislation, anfl at the same time give the
right to 50,000 people to eleet:another body
of men to veto such legislation, then we are
creating an anomaly, and one which should be
wiped out.
tengom is not here, becanse during the debate
yesterday afternoon he frequently desired fo
have pointed out to him what legislation had
been blocked by this Chamber that was of a
progressive nature. I have heard that ecry
pretty often, and aggin this afterncon from
Mr. Duffell. Mr. Duffell said this is a won-
party Chamber. That is only a plan to throw
dnst in the eyes of the people. This Chamber,
ever gince its constitution, has plainly demon-
strated that it is & parity House, and to say
at this late hour that it is & non-party House,
is to speak twaddle and endeavour to eamou-
flage the position.

Hon. J. Duffell: Tt is only camouflage so
far as your party is coneerned.

Hon, P. A. BAGLIN: During the time the
Labour Government were in office, 415
years, this House was responsible for reject-
ing, or at all events mutilating, no fewer than
33 Biills sent up by that Government, and yet
it is said we are a non-party House. - Had these
Bills been sent.up by another Government
they would have been passed by this Cham-

I am sorry that Sir BEdward Wit- -

5%

ber. Take the Prices Regulation Bill ag an es-
ample of what T mean. The Labour Govern-
nient’ sént np a Bill to ‘provide for a. Prices
Regulation ‘Commission 'to last for a period of
12 months, but this Chamber refused to pass
it although it’ claims to be & non-party House.
Ldat year when the pregent Government seént
up a similar Bill it was passed by this Cham-
ber, Therd is only one conclusion to be drawn
from an_attitude of this description. It seems
very plain that many of ‘those 33 Bills that
weré rejected by the Chamber were, rejected
for no other reason than ‘that they were sent
up by the Labour Government, )

Hen, J. Duffell: That is a strong state-.
ment to make. '

Hon, F. A. BAGLIN: It is just as well to
be candid and to voice one’s opinions and
convictions. During the campsign in which I
defeated the late member, Mr, Allen, I made it
clear to the electors of the West Province

. that I desired them to vote for me, first of all

because I was a Labour candidate, and see-
ondly beeanse I believed in the abolition of
the Legislative Council. I was told by many
people that I was losing votes, but my object
was to come to this House with tlie assuranee
that I had the majority of Labour supporters
behind me. Since I have told them plainly
from every platform that I am in favour of
the abolition of the Upper House, I ean do
nothing less than support the amendment
which provides for a single Chamber.

Hon. J. Duffell: You will be sorry if it~
is carried.’ .
- Hon, F. A, BAGLIN: Not at all. I have
never starved np to the present and I am not
partienlar whether I get out of a job to-
morrow or not. T can find another job, but
the hon, member may not be able to do so.
With further referenece to the 33 Bills I have
alluded to, I desire particularly tc mentiom
the Public Works Aect Amendment Bill: This
provided that land required to be resumed for
public purposes might be compulsorily ae-
quired at & price representing an advance of
10 per cent. on the valuation placed on suck
property by the owner for taxation purposes.
That appeals to me as a reasonable kind of
mensure, The Government said that if they
wanted to resume land for public purposes im
the interests of the pubMe, it shounld be re-
sumed on that basis. There was not very
much wrong about that particular Bill,
and yet it was rejected by .this Cham-
ber. The Council could not allow that kind
of legislation to go upon the statute book,
and therefore refused to pass it. I have
figures here to show how necegsary it was
for a Bill of that nature to be passed into
law. There is one ingtanee of an owner

-who valued his property for taxation pur-

poses at £830, but as soon as the Govern-
ment claimed the property for public pur-
poses, he wanted £1,750, It was only v_vorth
£830 for taxation purposes, but this jump
oceurred as soon as the Government wanted
it. The question ‘was submifted to arbitra-
tion and the owner got £1,600 for the 1311:1-
Another ownper valued his property at £150
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for taxation purposes, and demanded £1 400

when the Government .wanted it for pu'bhc
1utilities,” Upon reference to arbitration the
owner Teceived £478. In another cage the
owner valued his property at £1,000 for taxa-
tion’ purposes, and demanded of the Govern-
ment no less than £4,000, I have a list of
many instances of that kind. If we are sent
herg to protect the interests of the public, to
see_that they are not robbed and exploited,
then when legislation .of this nature comes
before us; it should be passed. -Bome hon.
membera who voted "against this partienlar
Bill will no. doubt be able to enlighten the
House a8 to why they did so. Beecause of
their instructions to defeat the Bill at that
Juneture the State. lost thousands of pounds.
There” are many hon. members who are re-
presenting vested interests in this Chamber,
They are sent here and havé to deliver the
goods. If they do not, they may lose their
seats at the next election.
simply représenting a section of the com-
munity and vested interests omly, the time
has arrived when there shonld be a single
Chamber, one elected on a broad adult fran-
chise, 1 am pleased that SBir Edward Wit
tengom has re-entered the Chamber and am
ready to furnish him with a list of the 33
-~ Bills I have reéferred to. I cannot believe that
this is & mnon-party Chamber, but possibly
when I am here a little longer I may
.Hon. J. Duffell: Know more about it.
Hon, P, A, BAGLIN: T may do so. But
the more I know about it the -more con-
vinced shall T be that this House is useless
and that the people do not require it.
. Hen. J. Nichelson: Have you examinsd
the virtues' of these Billa or the reasons for
their rejection?
. Hon. F. A. BAGLIN: I have a good idea
of most of them. 1 have been a fairly close
phident ‘of all the Billi which have gone
through this Chamber 'and I can name a good
many of them.
Hon. J. Nicholson: Have you got them ¢
Hon, F. A. BAGLIN: I have them here.
I have mamed one in particular. Possibly
the hon. member may be able to tell me later
why it was rejected, in company with the
others I have mentioned, by this House. 1
wag amused at Mr, Duffell’s remark that
merely those persons who only had a hat on
their head were denied a vote for this par-
ticular Chamber. I should like to take him
te Fremantle to see DPrincesg Buildings,
owned by Captain Biddles. There is a great
searcity of housing accommodation at the
port, and later on T will ask this Chamber
to do something to see that more accommo-
dation is provided at Fremantle. Owing to
this lack of accommodation people are com-
pelled, very often against their wish, to live
in rooms, either furnished or otherwise, and
several families have to live in the one
house. Over the Princess Theatre there are
chambers known as Princess Buildings, and
Captain Biddles lets-rooms or flats there to
people who bave to pay from 15s. to £1 a
week, These people have not the right to

If they are here -
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vote. There are ne means of getting them
the vote because they pay their rent to Cap-
tain Biddles, and therefore cannot be placed
on the roll. This happeny all over Fremantle.
There .are hunhdreds of peopls to-day who

Jhave, I presume; as much at stake in this

country as Mr. Duffell, and yet are denied a
vote for this Chamber.

Hon. J. Duffell: You eannot name one,

" The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. ¥. A. BAGLIN: One has to consider
what a stake in the country really s - Of
eourse if bricks and mortar constitute =
stake in the country, and if sheep and acres
constitute a’'stake, then it is all right, Every
man has to comply with the laws that this
particular House enacts, and that being so
I. claim that every person should have the
right to say who is going to represent him,
There is nothing else for it. If we go on in-
flicting on the people of the State a ecertain
amount of legislation and possibly punish-
ment for crimes, those people have a perfect
right to say who shall frame the laws,

Hon. J. Cornell: What will you do about
those who break the laws?® '

Hon, F. A. BAGLIN: T suppose if our
friend were punished for every law he broke
he would not bé here to-day. That would
apply possibly to all members present. I
am supporting the amendment principally be-
canse I believe the people of Western Aus-
tralia are over-governed, and that the time
is ripe for us to submit to the people of
Western Australia the question whether they
want the two Chamber system or met. 1
really believe that if a vote were taken to-
morrow i large majority of the people of
Western Angtralia would declare againt the
bi-eameral system. If the amendment is not
carried T certainly think we should at least
give the people an opportunity to say what
they want. I leave the question to the good
judgment of hon. members. Ho far as T am
concerned I have a mandate from the elect-
ors of the West Provinee, and I would be
f.a.lhng in my duty and fallmg in that pro-
mise if T did not support the amendment. 1
am prepared to go even further and to vote
for a straight- out resolution for the abolition
of the Legislative Council

" Hon. Su- E. H WITTENOOM (North)
[5.197: T am sure that all of vs in the short
life we have passed in this world appreciate
a new sensation, and I can honestly admit
having experienced one yesterday aftermoon
when I heard the speeches of the two hon.
members who' proposed and seconded the
amendment to the Address-in-reply, T lis-
tened with the greatest attention to their re-
marks, and I brought to bear a fair amount
of intelligence, at any rate as muech intelli-
gence as members on this side of the House
are allowed to bave, when listening to the
hon. members’ speeches. With regard to
what Mr. Panton had to say, I am sorry to
have to declare that his remarks did not
carry conviction to me. He appeared to be
exceedingly half-hearted in his advoecacy of
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the amendment, and it seemed to me that
what he desired to say was, ‘I have to do
this job, but I do not care very much about
it.’”> 'There was not that enthusiasm about
it that 6ne might have expected him to apply
to his advocacy of the canse of poor -dowm-
trodden girls, say in the Cabin tea rooms,
whose wages should be raised Bs. a weelk,
Hon. A, H. Panton: That is my long
guit. : N
Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENDOM: I listened
with a great deal of attention to the hon.
member, but I was not carried away by the
enthusiasm he displayed. I may say, how-
ever, that T was lost in admiration, indeed
I might also say envy, when I listened to the
confidence with which the hon. member
who seconded the amendment submitted his
arguments -and the- eloquent method he
adopted. T believe it was the hon. member’s
first, speech in the House. He had experience
of thi€ Chamber extending over some. 24
hours, and- he - gave forth his views as to
what ,the Legislative Couneil was worth,
what it -had .done;and what it had not done,
He did all this with such confidence that he
filled me not only with admiration, but; as I
have already said, with emvy. The, hom.
member was so confident in his repjarks that
I could not help’ but call to mind the. quota-

‘tion of Herbert Spencer that “'thp. pride of.

knowledge is humble ecompared to the pride
of ignorance.’’ I do not say that altogether
applies in & case like tliis, when a man comes
before a gathering of this kind, of which he
has been a member for so shord a time, and
tells us that it is no earthly gnod, that it has
been doing hirm and damage—hut I consider
that he is a plucky man who dqsei}zeE to get
on. . o ;
., Hon. T. Moore: "W, hdve read all about
it _and the' people ‘Know thiat it exisis.
Hon. Sir E H, WITTENOOM: The two
speeches delivered by the hon. membets put
me in mind of an éxperience’of & great many
Fyears ago, when I v a member of ParMa-
ment, I think in 1884 or 1885, befére the
hon. members were born: ' Th those davs we
had an_enterprising member who wis looked
upon either as a Radical or a Liberal—we
were all supposed to be Clonservatives. We
were a Crown colony in thoge days, and every
year that member brought in a motion in
favour of responsible government, and he
prayed in his own heart that- the motion
would be defeated, as it always was for a
great number of years. With regard to the
amgn‘dment now before the House, I feel
positive that if the horn. members who, shall
I say, had the pluck to submit it, thoug,ht for
3-. on}gmgnt tha;] it would be carried, they
Fou ave submi i i g
hand ha tted it with the greatest
Hon. T. Moore: Give ns 8 chan
Hon, Sir X. H., WITTENOOM: T am
certain that there is ng organisation, let
alone & Labour organisation. which is wii]ling'
te do away with 20 positions each worth
£400 a year. I am certaing however, that
th‘ey. would do away with the existi.n'g,quali-
cation, The arguments advanced in favour

of the abolition of this Chamber submitted
by Mr. Moore were, firstly, that the Chamber
had blocked usefu! legislation; secondly, I
gathered that he claimed that hon. members
of this House usweally looked with hostility
dn measures introduced during the period of
office of the Labour Government, but fav-
oured those submitted .by Liberal Govern-
menta when they were in power. ~The third
argument was that there was a mumber of
people who wished to vote for the election of
members to this Chamber but who wers
denied the right to do so. The fourth argu-
ment was that the Legislative Council should
be done away with because one House was
sufficient, and that the remaining House
should be elected on an adult franchise. The
fifth was that the Legislative Council was
out to kill democraey. I think I have set out
the headings correctly, I have not had muck
time to go into the matter fully. 'We have
not yet had the ‘‘Hansard’’ report of the
speech delivered by Mr. Moore, but the re-
‘port which appears in the newspaper. this
merning, concise as it is, conveys, I think,
very. well indeed the hon. member’as ideas.
Unfortunstely, so far as. I.am concerned. on
aecount of cther duties I have had to atiend
to, 1. have not been able to give that reflection
‘to the subjeet that-it deserves.. .~ .

.Hon. J. Corngll: Tell us 'why you think
this HMouse should remain, .

Hon, Sir E. H. WITTENQOM: I will
tell the hon. member if I can, but whether T
shall convinee- him is another matter. Let
me firat deal with the charge that we are
here. to block. useful legislation, I defy any
member, pagt or present, to show, that this
House, ;has ever blocked o single measure of
ugeful. legislation. . In commnection with the
one suggested by Mr, Moore yestprday, the
hon. member. forgot to. say that there were
sound Tcasons , for rejecting .it. I am met
going to hunt up ‘‘Hansard’’ to give those
teasons for an. unreflecting member-who may
come along; he must find out for himself,
and by turming up ‘‘Hansard’’ he will see
that the Bill was rejected for good =21id sound
reagona. Every Bill brought forward that
had for its object the .advancement of the
interests of the people or the development of
the State always received the fullest con-
gideration at the hands of this Honse, and
+was dealt with on ita merits, We next coms
to the charge that the Legislative Council re-
fused to favour measures submitted by the
Labour Government and favoured those sub-
mitted by Liberal Governments. Thia House
did nothing of the kind. The finances of the
State would to-day be in a better position if
the Legislative Council had deelined to agree
to all the proposals brought down during the
five years of the Labour Government’s ad-
minigtration, Billy for the extension of rail-
ways, for the expenditure of loan momey in
every dire:tion—these were never interfered
with by the Legislative Council. What is the
result? At the present time we have the
Commissioner of Railways telling us that we
bave spent more money on the construction
of railways than we should have done, and
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the consequence is that there are toc many
miles of railways, all because this Chamber
never refused to agree to the proposals of
the Labour Government. Those proposals
were always treated in the most liberal man-
ner. We helped that Government in every
* .direction during the five years they were in
office, and during which time they spent 35
millions of money from loan and revenue,
without leaving behind a contented person
or a thriving-industry. What they did leave

behind was a gplendid defieit of about a

million and a half. How, then, can it be
said that the Legislative Couneil blocked the
legislation which was introduced by the
Labour Government? So far as that Gov-
ernment were concerned they had every en-
couragement given them at the hands of this
Chamber, and they admitted it too. I am
quite certain that on reflection the conscien-
tions members of that (Government will ad-
mit " that they spent too much money, more
money than they were justified in spending.
‘The result i3 amongst other things, that to-
day the railways cannot be made to pay. The
mnext charge is that the people are prevented
‘from voting for the election of members to
this House. Oné would think, to hear hon.
members talk, that those peor people never
had a chance of voting, that they were sae-
tually prevented from doing so. “Let us take
the exaet position of the people under the
Constitution at the present time, Every
:adult person, man and woman, over the age of
21, has the right to vote.
Hon. T. Moore: For this House$

Hon. 8ir EDWARD WITTENQOM: For

‘ture,
Hon. T. Moore: Oh, no?

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: Oh,
yes! When the hon. member has been here a
little longer he will understand these things.
All the people in the State have a right to do
that. Members, and especially those who
-spoke yesterday, would be surprised if T agked
whether they favoured representation without
‘taxation. They would reply, ‘¢Certainly
not; there should not be representation with-
-out taxation.’’ Thousands of people in this
ecountry have a vote for the Assembly but
have never paid one sixpence 'in taxes, and
‘there are a great many such people to-day.

Hon. T. Moore: I wonder how they live on
-£100 a year and pay taxation.

Hon. 8ir E. H. WITTENOOM: There are
many people getting more than £100 a year
who do net pay taxatiom, and until lately
there were thoussinds who had £200 a year
and did not pay taxation. I will explain it.
Until quite recently the income tax exemp-
‘tion was £200 a year. A sum of £200 a year
is practically £5 a week. If we allow for
jdle time and illness, 2 man would not get
much more than £200 a year out of £5 a
week., People receiving £200 a year were ex-
empted from taxation and there are thousands
of people, especially women, who deo not get
£5 n week. These women have the right to
wote whether they get £200 a year or not.

the House that has command of the expendi-
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There are thousands of women whoe do not
get £200 a year or £100 a year. I have two
danghters who have not a penny and they are
entitled to vote. Yet they pay not a cent. to
the revenue of this ecountry. '

Hou. J. Cornell: Their father does, thongh.

Hon. 8ir E, H. WITTENQOM: There are
hundreds of men and women who do not pay
taxation. They pay no income tax, no jand
tax, no wheel {ax, and they do not pay rates.
They have nothing to pay in that way. Some-
one will ask—do not they pay customs duties?
The answer is that they do pay customs
duties, but who gets the customs duties. The
Federal (Government get the eustoms duties
and what do we get back? A paltry 25s. for
each person. There are thousands of people
who have votes and who pay not one penny
towarde the direct taxation of this country.
That cannot be contradicted; it is a fact. All
that the Federal Government return. to the
State out of customs duties is 25s, per-head.
Let us look at what that means. Say there
are, roughly, 350,000 people in the State. At
25s. per head our receipts from the Federal
Government would amount to about £480,000
or £500,000. What a paltry amount that is
will be reslisad when we comsider what we
pay in the way of interest and sinking fund.
Our interest and sinking fund on loans comes

“to nearly two millions a year, Speaking from

memory, the figure is about £1,750,000. Not
one-fourth of that amount do we receive
from the Federal Government. Locking at the
matter quite seriously, there are thousands of
people who voted when the exemption was
£200 and there are plenty now that the ex-
emption is £100 who have a vote through the
other House for the taxation of people and
who never pay a penny, of taxation direetly
to the State.

Hon. F. A. Baglin: Are not they an asset
to the State? :

Hon. 8ir E. H. WITTENOOM: T do not
say they are not. They are entitled to a vote.
I quite agree with that; everyone should have
a vote. They should have a right to say
under what Government and under what form
of taxation they will live.

Hon. T, Moore: You will vote with us.

Hon. 8ir E. H. WITTENOOM: But they
also have ‘a right, which I say they should not
have, a right of dictating the taxzation which
other people shall pay while they pay none.
Mr, Moore told us yesterday of some poor
person who was earning a little over £100 a

_year and had to pay income tax. I would go

further and say that everyone who has the
right to vote should pay something towards
the ‘taxation of the country, and I would
start with 10s. ' Every person should pay 10s.;
then there would be some value attaching to
the vote. We hear a lot about people having
no vote for this House. Anyone would think
people wanted a vote for this House.
My hon, friend says that out of 18,000
voters, 2 very small proportion of them ex-
ercised their vote. Yet, according to the hon.
members who spoke yesterday, everyone is
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clamouring for a vote. I know many people
who will not exercize their votes.

Hon, A. H. Panton: 1 said they were
clamouring for the abolition of tkis House,
not for votes.

‘Hon. 8ir E. H. WITTENOOM: I think the
hon. member said it was a disgrace that they
did not have the vote and that they were
claméuring for it. Every-person in this State
of 21 years 6r over has a vote, and a vote
for the powerful House. whichy deals with
money matters—the direef, representative
House. We are told that this Council should
bz done away with because many people
have uot a vote for it. Having given a vote
to everybody, no matter whether educated or
good or bad or industrious, having given
every adult the vote for the powerful House,
surely we should give some protection to those
who are thrifty, Any system which would
give to the idle and the intemperate and
the lazy the same political privileges which
it would give to the industrious, the thrifty
and the good can never be satisfactory:. No-
body with any reflection would say that the
boy or girl out of a faetory, a boy or girl
who has just turned 21 years, has the same
knowledge of affairs as Mr, Panton and Mr.
Moore have. Therefore, if we are going to
induce people to be thrifty, we must give
ihem a cértain amount of protection, and this
House was put here for the purpose that,
after giving the greatest freedom possible to
-every elector.  This Couneil should exercise
the right of revigion in regard to Bills passed
by another place before those measures
passed into law, revision in snch a way that
those measures should wot do harm to people
developing the country.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Or good.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: This
House wag established to provide that pro-
tection. I am not a believer in a system of
two Honses.” I believe in one Honss, but for
the reasons I have given, I do not believe in
one House elected on an adult franchise, I
dn not think that the whole of the laws and
liberties of the State should be placed in the
‘hands of people whether they are educated or
not. That would be an impossibility. I am
a great believer in one House and I entirely
coneur with the two speakers that we are
over-governad by Parliaments throughout
Australia. We are a great deal over-gov-
erned. The ideal of Federation was that all
the best men would be gathered in the Fed-
eral Parliament in a - central! part of Aus-
tralia, and that the rest of the legislative
work would be carried om by much smaller
Houses in the different States. That was the
ideal, and we have realised anything but that
ideal, Ingtead of the best men of each State
being sent to the Federal Parliament, it was
very difficult for them to get there at all.
And what about the Senate? It has repre-
sented one class from the outset for 1 do not
know how many yeara. Time after time, the
gix members of the Senate representing this
State were the elect of one class of the eom-
munity only, and it was impossible for any-
one else to win a Senzte seat.

Hon. F. A, Baglin: What is the position
nowd

Hon. 8ir E. H. WITTENOOM: I do zot
know.

Hon, F. A. Baglin: But what is the posi-
tion now?

Hon, 8ir E. H. WITTENOOM: Ferhaps
the hon. member can tell us,

The PRESIDENT: Hon.
not conduet conversations,

Hon, Bir E. H. WITTENOOM: No, Sir,
but the inducements are se ‘strong. If the
tables are turned now, it proves my argu-
ment and shows what a misehievous Consti-
tution we have when any one eclass can win
the whole of the representation for the State.

Hon. A. H. Panton: The Senate should be
aholishad. .

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOQOM: It should
be aholished, but we cannot aholish if. Every
adult in this State has a vote for the power-
ful House of the State, the House that deals
with money matters and with taxation, This
House cannot tax anybody, This House can-.
not impose takation or introduce or deal with
money Bills, but the othey House cay, and
for the other House every adult in the coun-
try iz entitled to a. vote.

Hon. F. A, Baglin: Thiz House can stop
taxation, though.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: Thia
House cannot introduee taxation. I wish to
make it perfectly clear that, though we hear
30 much objection to the fact that many
people kave not votes and are not represented
such people are fully represented from the
child of 21 upwards, whether they are quali-
fied by edueation or otherwise. Every adult
+has a vote, which is quite the right thing,
and he has a vote for the powerful House.
This House is to some extent a proteetion
for those peoplé who are thrifty. We were
told yesterday that this House was of no
nae, that it had never dome any good and,
so far as could be seen, it never would do
any good. I ean only say that the spealkers
who voiced those opinions wers not taking a
very liberal view of those members who have
sat in this Chamber for some years. I ean- -
not see why the braina of those who have
been members of this Council for some years
should be poorer or less capable of judging
matters than those of members who have ye-
cently been elected. We are accused of being
the House of ¢“fat,’’ or some such vulgar
expression, which I suppese is -intended to
indicate men with means or money. If that
13 80, members eannot be aecused of -sitting
here for the fees they receive.  Therefore,
they may be given eredit in that they see a
reason for being present instead of being
told that they are here doing harm or, at any
rate, not doing any good for the State, T
am eertain that if a referendum were taken
on the guestion whether the Legislative Coun-

members must

- ¢il should be abolished, it would meet with

the. game fate as did the Queensland referen-

dum, . :

Hon. A. H, Panton: Will you give ug the
opportunity ¥
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Hon J, Duffell: You Lad that six years
ago. - o,

Hon, Slr E H. W,ITTENOOM* "Another
statement wa§ thdt this House is out to kill
democracy. What  hag this House. ever ddne
to kill democrdtyd I 'do not' know that we
have ever done  anything except.to lelp de-
mocracy in evely wdy we possibly could.

Where ean we find a fréer country than this? '

In what way has democracy been killed? 1
listened with some.interest to learn how we
have interfered with the freedom of the
people which I take it is the meaning of
democracy. This House has been established
to revise the Bills which come from another

plage, and I can hozestly say, from the ex-.

perience of a géod many years, that this
Chamber has done a lot of good woik in re-
vising the measures sent, up to us. I flatter
myseélf that iny opinion ‘is worth something,
not only because I happen to belong to the
Leglslatlve Council, but becavse I belong to
a few other mstltutlons about the city which
one Would searcely .'be likely to belong

to,if his opinion were not worth somethmg :

In the clreumstaue'es T have no hesitation
whatever in flatly contradlctmg any Sstate-
ment- that-this House*. has aver done anything,
in the way of blocking' legislation, or bldck-
ingg democra.ey, as regards the development
of the country. and. the well-being of tl

people Any Bills thit come before thig
Cliaimber are dealt with Hberally and fairly,
and T may say that I:felt. a little indignant
yesterday when'I hea,rd young men—to judge
by appedrinces—or at’all events new mem-
bers, with little experience, and having been
here scarcely 24 hours, say that the place

Houn. A. H. P'aﬁtou: Wants cleaning up.

Her. 8ir, B. H., WITTENQOM: I d¢ not
think T need-argne the question any further,
as 1 cannot believé the hon. members sup—
porting the amendmént are serious for a
moment. T feel:quite- certain that if they
thought- the amendment was likely to be car-
ried, they.would have-hesitated a long time
before introdueing -it. I'repeat emphatically
that this House exists to do good, and has
done good, and will ‘continue to do geod. Omn
the other hand, T am in aceord with those
hon. members when- they say that one House
would be quite . sifficient provided it was
electéd on a satisfactory basis to represent
alt parties in t.h'e-eommunity. No one part
of the community wants to get the better of
the others; mot in the least. We are here
not for the sake of a little bit of class legis-
lation, but as statesmen to see that the coun-
try develops The three speeches to which I
have listened were, I am sorry to say, abso-
lutely in favour of one class only.
was in them nothing of a broad nature show-
ing how we could develop the country. Each

member spoke for some. pa.rtlcular class in
which he is interested. That is all ‘very well,
but let us also have some broader views. I
am opposed to the amendment as 1t atands,
and shall vote against it

There.,

Hou H, STEWART (South-Fast) {5.48]:
There is cne point in which T am in aecord
with the proposer of the amendment. That
is as to.the desirableness of reducing the cost
of government, But T am not at all eatisfied
that Mr. Panton is in earnest with this
amondment, . At zll events, my method is not
kis method, T think t-hls House could very
well be reduced in numbers without impair-
ment of ita eﬂ'—'meney 1 have previously ex- ]
pressed the opinion that.the bumbers of this
House might be reduced hy 38 per cent., and |
that the conthuuity desirable as re:rards this
Chamber eonld be maintained by holding
clections every three years instead of every
two.” The economy resulting would not be
great, but it would amount to something. .
The desire expreased by the mover of the
amendment to reduce the cest of government
cun hardly be sincere, because only at the
enil of last session the hon. gentleman was
one of a party who voted for increasing the
cost of government.

Hon. A, H. Pantgn: And he will go for it
again this year if he gets the chance.

Hon. H. STEWART: I was pleased to
bear’ 8ir Edward Wittenoom mention that at
the time of the Federation of the colonies it
was, anticipated that the cost of the State
Parliaments wounld he reduced by a reduetion
of the number of their members. The fact °

. shows that in those days it was considered,

a8 a great many persons consider now, that
therz are teo many members of Parliament
in Australia. I do mot propose to deal with
thé various issues that have been raised. For
instance, there is the matter referred to by
Mr. Baglin in regard to valuations of land
for taxatiom and the eclaims put forward
when the Governmeént wanted to resume cer-
tajn properties. I wns not a membker of the
House at the time when that oceurred, but it
seems to me that quite a feasible explanation
iz that the-vaiuation for taxzation represented
the nnimproved value of the land, and that
the elaims for compensation, when the pro-
rerties were resumed, included the value of
the improvements. If my surinise is correct,
the action of the owners was perfectly legiti-
mate. [ must oppose the amendment,

On motion by Hon, J. Conningham, debate
adjourned.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.

On  motions by the MINISTER FOR
EDUCATION (Hon. H. P. Colebatch} ses-
sional committees were appointed as fol-
lows:—

Standing Orders : The - Presideat, the
Chairman of Committees, Hon. A, Sanderson,
and the mever.

Library: The President, Hon.
kin, and Hen, J. Nicholson.

Printing: The President, Hon. S8ir E. H.
Wittenoom, and Hon. A. H. Panton.

House: The President, Hon. J. Cornell,
Hon. .J. Daffell, Hon. J. Ewing, and Hon. .
J. W. Hickey.

House adourned at 5.51 p.m.

A. Tove-



